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This board meets monthly to
discuss issues concerning
Hoyt Park. We welcome your
input.
Email: hoytpark@chorus.net
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and are tax deductible.
What a bargain! Thanks!
Mail to:
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THE FRIENDS OF HOYT PARK NEWSLETTER

THIRTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING
Thursday, April 3, 2008
6:45 to 9:00 p.m.
Hoyt School Gym
Please join us for the thirteenth Friends of Hoyt Park annual meeting. In addition
to our annual business meeting, we are fortunate to have as our guest speaker
insect diagnostician and indoor pest specialist Phil Pellitteri who will speak on new
insects in Hoyt Park.
Phil Pellitteri, Distinguished Faculty
Associate, is a very well known
entomologist who teaches at the
University of Wisconsin, Department
of Entomology, and the Master
Gardener Program at the UW
Extension here in Madison. He has
run the Insect Diagnostic Laboratory
since 1978. Phil, well known from
his many appearances on radio and
television and from his many
publications, deals with the large
variety of insect challenges
experienced by farmers and gardeners
in Wisconsin.
Just as importantly, as former
neighbors, Phil and his family have
spent many hours enjoying Hoyt
Park.

AGENDA
6:45 Registration and Welcome
7:00 Introduction
Guest Speaker, Phil
Pellitteri “Who Invited
You? - New Insects in
Hoyt Park”
8:00 Break for refreshments
courtesy of Whole Foods
8:15 Business Meeting
Board Member Elections
8:30 Questions & Answers –
general discussion
9:00 Adjourn

News and Activities
BOARD CHAIR
Despite the total absence of new
lava flows or nineteenth century
style land grabs, Hoyt Park actually
grew a bit in 2008. How can this
be?
First, Eagle Scout candidate Zach
Small had a visionary project in
mind when he came to us with his
proposal last spring. That is, he
wanted to expand Ready Prairie by
removing buckthorns and other
invasive weedy growth on the
northern edge of the prairie. So,
with some help from our scout
coordinator Brent Haglund, he
came up with a plan, notified the
neighbors, and arranged a work
day. After producing a brush pile
that was nothing short of mythic,
Zach and his crew really did make
a marked increase in the prairie’s
area. It’s beautiful; take a look.
Second, the overlook. Our ranger,
Matt Force, did an incredible job in
helping clear out what was a weedy,
buckthorn thicket. A cleared area
is now there to be planted with
prairie grasses. Following Matt’s
work, we used FHP workdays to
cover sections of this newly cleared
land with tarps and then mulch to
kill off any foreign invasives.
All told, we had a better than usual
year for the park. As noted, our
ranger, Matt Force, did a stellar job
in keeping the park clean, clearing
invasives. We had successful

workdays and put in new plantings
in the prairie, attacked garlic
mustard, finished putting gravel on
the path through the woods,
mulched the oaks. Yes, the place is
looking pretty good.
But, this is not to say that it’s all
work as we have a fun picnic in the
summer, a mid-winter owl walk, a
holiday dinner, and our
membership is up; a good year.
John Elliott, Chairperson

TREASURY
Thanks to the generosity of our
members and the frugal care of
Board Member's, the FHP is
financially sound and ready to take
on new challenges in 2008 – 2009.
A yearly treasurer’s report will be
available at the annual meeting.
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
We have 177 paid member
households for 2007! Toward the
end of the year, the Board sent
letters to about 375 families
surrounding Hoyt Park, inviting
them to join FHP. We are
delighted that almost 40 new
members joined! We look forward
to seeing you at our activities and
in Hoyt Park.
We welcome all of our new
members and appreciate the
renewals of present and past
members. Please bring your
friends and neighbors to the annual
meeting.
Cindy Hoffland, Membership Committee

T-SHIRTS
FHP t-shirts will be available at the Annual Meeting.
•

Adult long-sleeve - $20

•

Adult short-sleeve - $16

•

Children short-sleeve - $12

PRAIRIE COMMITTEE
Each year, your contributions help
purchase prairie plants from the
UW Arboretum plant sale. In
addition, we receive a share of
seeds that our volunteers collect in
cooperation with the Dane County
Parks Department.
Thanks to Zach Small and his crew
from Scout Troop #2, we have a
newly cleared area to add prairie
plants and seeds. Help beautify the
Ready Prairie; come to the prairieplanting day on May 17.
Tim Kessenich, Prairie Committee

SUMMER RANGER
March 26 is the deadline for
Summer Ranger applications.
Please let potential candidates
know they can apply at
http://www.
ci.madison.wi.us/employment/.
Our summer ranger restores and
maintains Hoyt Park, and greets
and assists Park visitors. The City
Parks Division, in cooperation with
FHP, hires and supervises our
summer ranger. We look forward
to working with our ranger to keep
our Park accessible and welcoming
to visitors, invasive free (we wish),
and improved with new plantings,
brush removal, and general
maintenance. We appreciate the
efforts and skills each of our
rangers have brought to improve
Hoyt Park.
FULL MOON/OWL WALK
Eleven hardy souls turned out to
warm themselves by John Elliott’s
lovely fire in the large shelter. We
heard no owls, but the almost-full
moon was brilliant with an icy ring
around it predicting the next day’s
snow. Mars also showed within
the icy ring.
Nancy Dott talked briefly about
owls we might expect to have in
the park and asked all to keep track

of Great Horned owl sightings and
hearings.
We correctly predicted a small
turnout due to the cold (3°) and,
especially, competition with the
Green Bay Packers’ game. We
enjoyed hot cocoa, owl and rabbit
cookies, and went home early.
Nancy Dott, Events Committee

PYRAMID MYSTERY!
Who put it there? Why it's there?
What does it signify? When was it
built? Do you even know it’s
there? Check out the pyramid in
the woods to the west of the
school’s back parking lot and let us
know if you can answer any of
these questions.

NOMINATING
COMMITTEE
At the 2008 Annual Meeting, four
valuable members of the FHP
Board will be leaving -- Terry
Bloom, John Elliott, Tim
Kessenich, and Deborah Lawson.
Continuing Board Members are
Jean MacCubbin, Perri Liebl, and
Kathy Zaremba.

WORK PARTIES
& COMING
EVENTS:

We nominate Tim Astfalk, Cindy
Hoffland, and Betsy Lane as Board
member candidates for the election
at the April annual meeting.

EARTH DAY 2008

Tim Astfalk, a civil engineer for
Mead & Hunt, lives with his wife
and 2 children at 2711 Van Hise
Ave. You have probably seen Tim
and his children for many years at
Hoyt workdays.
Cindy Hoffland served on the
board earlier this decade and has
continued to be an active member
of FHP. She is delighted the
Board has asked her back.

HOLIDAY PARTY
Once again, the Board of FHP
hosted a wonderful holiday party
held at the University Club on
December 13 and attended by
about 40 people. Our special guest
was retiring Park Superintendent
Jim Morgan. The silent auction
featured edible items; winter soups,
homemade bread and jam, special
occasion cakes, a rural picnic, a
baked ziti dinner, and many more
delicious treats!
Not only was it a very pleasant
evening with great food and great
company, but we raised over $1500
which will contribute to our
summer ranger fund.

Betsy Lane, account manager for
Nelson Container, is thrilled to be
asked to serve on the board. She,
her husband, and two daughters
live at 2830 Van Hise Ave.
We do need one more candidate
for a full Board. We also need a
neighborhood representative for
the Regent neighborhood. Please
contact one of the committee
members if you are interested in
either of these positions.
Neighborhood Representatives:
• Vanchamasshe – Ron Harris
• Radio Park-Sunset Hills – Helen
Baldwin
• Regent – vacant
• Sunset Village – Brent McCown
John Elliott, Ron Harris, Deborah Lawson,
and Jean MacCubbin, Nominating
Committee

Please join us at one of our
upcoming events.

ANNUAL MEETING
Thursday, April 3,
6:45 – 9:00 p.m.
Hoyt School gym
Saturday, April 19,
10:00 – 12:00 a.m.
Main parking lot
We will remove trash and pull
garlic mustard. Bring gloves to
protect your hands.

SUMMER PICNIC
Saturday, June 22,
12:00 – 3:00 p.m.
Main shelter

WORK DAYS
10:00-12:00 a.m.
March 15 – weather permitting
April 19 – Earth Day pick-up
May 17 – prairie planting
June 21 – woodland invasives
July 19 – prairie maintenance
Aug 16 – buckthorn at overlook
Sept 20 – plant at overlook
Oct 18 – mulch trees
Nov 15 – weather permitting

NATURE WALKS
Wednesday mornings,
8:00 a.m. as weather permits
Main parking lot

BOARD MEETINGS
Second Thursday of the
month, 6:45-9:00 p.m.
Sequoya Library
April 10
May 8
June 12
July 10
September 11
October 9
November 13

P O Box 5542
Madison WI 53705

Detach and mail with your check

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES
Annual dues cover one year’s membership running from April to April

Thank you for becoming a member of
Friends of Hoyt Park, Inc. All paid
memberships are voting members.
The FHP is a non-profit organization.
Donations above membership dues
are tax-deductible. Please send and
make checks payable to:
Friends of Hoyt Park, Inc.
P O Box 5542
Madison, WI 53705

Name(s): ____________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________
City/State/Zip Code: __________________________________
Day Phone: ________________ Evening Phone: ____________
E-Mail Address: ______________________________________
Please check appropriate boxes:

Please contact me to volunteer by phone or email
Individual Membership $15

Ranger Fund $____

Household membership $25

Endowment Fund $____
General Fund $____

